Emboli in transit: the missing link.
Since they were first described in 1990, there has been great interest in protruding atheromas in the aortic arch and descending thoracic aorta as an important source of stroke and other embolic phenomena. This report describes a patient with severe protruding aortic atheromas who died of documented embolic phenomena, in whom actual emboli in transit were seen for the first time during transesophageal echocardiography of the aorta.